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MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF THE AURUKUN SHIRE COUNCIL 
HELD AT AURUKUN SHIRE COUNCIL OFFICE 

506 KANG KANG ROAD, AURUKUN ON TUESDAY 18 AUGUST 2020 

1. Present 

Councillors Mayor Keri Tamwoy 
 Councillor Craig Koomeeta  
 Councillor Delys Yunkaporta 
 Councillor Kemuel Tamwoy 
  
Leave of Absence Councillor Anna Kerindun 
  
Officers Bernie McCarthy, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
 Alan Neilan, Director Community Services (DCOM) 
 Gus Yates, Director Technical Services (DTS) 
 Dave Ferguson, Acting Director Corporate Services 

(ADCOR) 
 Amanda Ray, Executive Assistant (EA)/Minute Taker 
  
Via teleconference Lucy Deemal, Finance Manager (FM) 
  

2. Guests 

Chantal Cora, Customer Service Manager, Housing Tenancy Team.  
 
Kerie Hull, General Manager – Engagement & Communication, Cape York 
Partnership and Alicia Nas, MPower Project Lead, Pama Futures attended via MS 
Teams in Cairns.  

3. Opening 

Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer at 9.09am. 

4. Declaration of Material Personal Interests (MPI) 

Nil 

5. Declaration of Conflict of Interest (COI) 

Nil 

6. Condolences 

Waal Waal Richard Koonutta 
 
Mayor offered condolences to the Koonutta family on the loss of their loved one. 

7. Leave of Absence for Approval 

Cr Anna Kerindun 
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8. Previous Minutes 

 

Resolution 20.6705 
 
That Council receives and adopts the Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting held on 
21 July 2020 and confirms as a true and correct record. 
 
MOVED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 
 

Resolution 20.6706 
 
That Council receives and adopts the Minutes of Special Budget Meeting held on 29 
July 2020 and confirms as a true and correct record. 
 
MOVED: Cr Craig Koomeeta  SECONDED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy 
CARRIED 

 

7 Procedural Matters 

Nil 

8. Presentation of Petitions 

Nil 

9. Consideration of Notified Motions 

Nil 

10. Reception and Consideration of Committee and/or Delegates Reports 

Nil 

11. Mayor’s Report  

11.1 Meetings and Community Events 

Past 
13/14 July 2020 TCICA (Weipa) Mayor and Deputy Mayor 

22 July 2020 LGAQ President and CEO visit 

23 July 2020 Public Meeting on School Attendance 

24 July 2020 Disaster Management Training (Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor) 

23/24 July 2020 Cynthia Lui, PM, Senator Nita Green and 
Senator Murray Watt  
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28 July 2020 Councillors Related Party Training 

30 July 2020 Housing Tenancy Team meeting 

11 August 2020 Warren Entsch, MP visit  

12 August 2020 TCICA Meeting  

12 August 2020 APN Sly Grog Meeting (APN, QPS) 

13 August 2020 Dr Chris Sarra – Mayor and CEO 
Teleconference  

Future 
19 August 2020 Employment of Local People Meeting 

20 August 2020 Dr Chris Sarra – Mayor and CEO 
Teleconference  

26 August 2020 Local Disaster Management Meeting 

26/27 August 2020 Disaster Management Training (LDMG 
Members) 

10 September 2020 Councillors Township Tour 

NOTED 

11.2 Public Meeting on School Attendance 

Koolkan Aurukun State School held a public meeting on school attendance. A public 
forum to share thoughts and ideas on getting our children to attend school.  

I spoke to the parents about the importance of education and how the main 
responsibility for children attending school laid with them. Parents have the greatest 
impact on a child’s learning. The success of a child’s learning and development 
depends on the support and encouragement they receive from their parents. 

As a community we need to encourage and support our children to attend school 
and obtain an education.  

NOTED 

11.3 Cynthia Lui, PM, Senator N Green and Senator M Watt visit 

I acknowledge Cynthia Lui, MP, Senator Green and Watt for their visit to Aurukun 
and taking the time to hear about the challenges in our community regarding lack of 
on ground support by some Government Agencies. 
 
Council also discussed the Works 4 Queensland Projects and how the funding could 
best be used in community projects. 

NOTED 

11.4 Warren Entsch, MP visit 

I would like to acknowledge Warren Entsch’s visit to Aurukun and thank him for his 
time and hearing the aspirations of Councillors. 
 
Council discussed the following concerns with Warren Entsch, MP: 
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• Possible funding for airport terminal project – stage 2 

• Social housing – proposed program for Aurukun 

• CDP Program – NIAA’s restriction 

• Update on proposed completion of Aurukun Access Road in Cook Shire 

• Commonwealth Services Hub and a purposely built facility for all Commonwealth 
Services 

• School Attendance 

• Mens Shed non-operations of this facility. 
 

Resolution 20.6707 
 
That Council holds discussions with Cape York Employment on how best to resume 
the Mens Shed operations in Aurukun. 
 
MOVED: Mayor Keri Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Craig Koomeeta 
CARRIED 

 

11.5 APN Sly Grog Meeting 

I have been receiving reports of alcohol being brought on to country in the Southern 
Homelands. Some reports have stated that the alcohol consumption has led to 
fighting.  
 
These reports are disheartening, and ASC has asked QPS to investigate the 
situation. 
 
As Mayor I ask for assistance from the Aurukun Community on how to deal with the 
ongoing sly grog and fighting within community. We must find a solution so that 
peace and healing can begin.  
 

Resolution 20.6708 
 
That Council  
(1) invites the Chair of Ngan Aak-Kunch Aboriginal Corporation (NAKAC), 

Barbara Bandicootcha and Mark Malthouse from Cape York Land Council to 
meet with Council and discuss any issues of concern 

(2) suggests quarterly liaison meetings with NAKAC in the future.  
 
MOVED: Cr Craig Koomeeta  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 

11.6 TCICA Meeting 

Discussion was held with Dr Nathan Boyle, Senior Adviser, Housing Branch, NIAA 
on Section 24JAA, Native Title Act 1993. 
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The Australian Government is conducting targeted consultations on the possibility of 
retaining Section 24JAA on a temporary basis. TCICA’s perspective on this matter is 
important to inform the Government’s consideration. 
 
The consultations are being undertaken by Housing Branch in the National 
Indigenous Australians Agency and the Attorney-General’s Department.  
 

Resolution 20.6709 
 
That Council requests Andrew Kerr, Partner (Preston Law) to 
(1) re-engage with Ngan Aak-Kunch Aboriginal Corporation (NAKAC) for 

discussion on a possible Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) for 
expansion of Aurukun Township area for future residential and industrial use 

(2) provide Council with an explanation of Section 24JAA of the Commonwealth 
Native Title Act 1993. 

 
MOVED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Craig Koomeeta 
CARRIED 

 

11.7 Correspondence 

Letter received from Fiona Jose, Chief Executive Officer, Cape York 
Partnership regarding The Goward Policy Review into Child Youth Sexual 
Violence on Cape York Peninsula and West Cairns. 
 
The review has been commissioned in light of concerns raised by Indigenous 
Leaders regarding the inadequate Government response to tackling this issue 
despite the previous findings of the Smallbone Report (2013), “Youth Sexual 
Violence Steering Committee Reports 1 and 2” (2018) and ongoing concerns raised 
by Cape York Partnership in correspondence with State and Commonwealth 
Governments. 
 

Resolution 20.6710 
 
That Council agrees that 
(1) the Mayor and Cr Delys Yunkaporta hold discussions with Hon. Pru Goward, 

on the Policy Review commissioned by Cape York Partnership  
(2) the Mayor and Cr Delys Yunkaporta hold discussions with Hon. Dianne 

Farmer MP, Ministerial Champion and Director-General Rachel Hunter, 
Government Champion on the Policy Review being undertaken by Hon. Pru 
Goward 

(3) it considers making a submission on the Policy Review at September Council 
Meeting. 

 
MOVED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta  SECONDED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy 
CARRIED 

 

Resolution 20.6711 
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That Council receives and adopts the Mayor’s Report.  
 
MOVED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 

 

12. Chief Executive Officer’s Report  

12.1 Action from Previous Council Meetings 

Resolution 20.6642 – Ex Government Employee Houses  
CEO is continuing discussions with Government Employee Housing (GEH) about the 
possibility of Council taking control of some surplus houses. 

NOTED 

Resolution 20.6693  
That Council requests CEO to investigate sand digging and makeshift shacks on the 
land in Aurukun Shire and report back to Council. 
 
CEO Update: 
Still under investigation  

NOTED 

12.2 Future Meetings / Events 

Past 
22 July 2020 LGAQ visit 

23 July 2020 Interagency Meeting 

24 July 2020 Disaster Management Training  

23/24 July 2020 Cynthia Lui, PM, Senator Nita Green and 
Senator Murray Watt  

29 July 2020 Special Budget Meeting 

31 July 2020 LGAQ ILF Forum Virtual Meeting 

4 August 2020 Aurukun Day Celebrations  

11 August 2020 Warren Entsch, MP visit 

12 August 2020 APN Sly Grog Meeting (APN, QPS) 

13 August 2020 Deadly Employee Awards 

 
Future 
19 August 2020 Employment of Local People Meeting 

24/26 August 2020 Community Cabinet Meeting 

26 August 2020 Local Disaster Management Meeting 

26/27 August 2020 Disaster Management Training (LDMG 
Members) 
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4 September 2020 LGAQ ILF Conference in Cairns 

7 September 2020 Aurukun Supermarket Advisory Committee 

8 September 2020 Housing Allocation Meeting  

10 September 2020 Councillor Township Tour 

15 September 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting 

17 September 2020 Review ASC Corporate Plan 

13 October 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting 

19, 20, 21 October 2020 LGAQ Annual Conference 

NOTED 

12.3 Councillor and Officer’s Register of Interest  

Councillors and Officers were requested to review their Register of Interests and 
advise the Finance Manager of any changes which need to be recorded. 

NOTED 

12.4 Tenancy Management Update Report, Department of Housing and Public  

Please refer to report presented by Chantal Cora, Customer Service Manager, 
Housing Tenancy Team later in the meeting. 

NOTED 

12.5 Facebook Report for July 2020 

For the month of July there were 23 posts, 33 notices and 4,224 followers. 
 
The COVID-19 Stage 3 Recovery Post on 3 July reached 10,368 people with 55 
reactions, comments and shares making it the most popular post for the month. 
 
Next was hairdressing security guard Siaosi with 536 reactions, comments and 
shares reaching 6,825 people. 

NOTED 

12.6 Rainfall 

In July Aurukun recorded 3 mm of rain which is unusual for this time of year. 

NOTED 

12.7 Correspondence 

Email received from Skytrans on 24 July 2020 advising changes to flight 
schedules. 

First of all, I would like to thank you for your feedback and please feel assured that, 
during these times when restrictions are changing, Skytrans are working hard to 
bring increase schedules to meet the demand.  Whilst it may not appear fast enough 
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for some we are working within the safety and logistics requirements, that we need 
to adhere to, in order to bring you a safe and efficient service.  

Please note also that we are still continuing to work on increased schedules, but I 
am sure you can understand that we need to do this in an organised manner.  

NOTED 

Torres Cape Indigenous Council Alliance Inc. (TCICA) received letter from 
Director General, Department of Housing and Public Works confirming 
arrangements regarding the $105 million in Commonwealth funding for new 
housing in Queensland’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Local 
Government areas.  

The Queensland Government has formally accepted the Australian Government's 
funding offer to provide $105 million for housing in Queensland's Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Local Government areas. In doing so, we recognise that the 
Australian Government has offered the funds as an exit payment from any future 
responsibility for housing in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities but we 
have reserved the right to negotiate with any future Australian Government for 
further funding and reinforce our commitment to support Mayors in their advocacy to 
the Australian Government.  

 

Resolution 20.6712 
 
That Council seeks discussion with Tim Poole, Director, Partnerships and 
Engagement, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Housing on 
 
(1) the allocation amount of $7,180,640 for construction of social housing in 

Aurukun 
(2) availability of funding for land development 
(3) project management 
(4) consultation of local people on housing design  
(5) provision of several possible house designs for Council consideration. 
 
MOVED: Cr Craig Koomeeta  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 

Resolution 20.6713 
 
That Council receives and adopts the Chief Executive Officer’s Report.  
 
MOVED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy  SECONDED: Mayor Keri Tamwoy 
CARRIED 

 

10.21am Lucy Deemal Finance Manager joined the meeting via teleconference in 
Cairns 
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13. Finance Manager’s Report  

13.1 Cash and Investments  

NOTED 

13.2 Non-current Loans 

NOTED 

13.3 Revenue and Expenses 

NOTED 

13.4 Revenue and Expenses per Sub-Programme 

NOTED 

13.5 Portfolio of Investments 

NOTED 

Update 2020/21 Schedule of Fees and Charges 

At Special Budget meeting held on 29 July 2020, Council adopted the fees and 
charges schedule for 2020/21. The labour hire fees included an increase to the 
maintenance agreement with Building and Asset Services / QBuild, subject to 
ongoing negotiations. 
 
Upon review, it has been found that:  

• Council’s current maintenance agreement is not able to be negotiated this 
period.  

• The entity is no longer known as Building and Asset Services and has reverted 
back to its original name QBuild. 

 

Resolution 20.6714 
 
That Council  
(1) updates the Schedule of Fees and Charges 2020/21 to waive the increase to 

Labour Hire charges under the Maintenance Agreement with Building and 
Asset Services / QBuild.  

(2) replaces all references to Building and Asset Services with QBuild. 
 
MOVED: Mayor Keri Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 

Resolution 20.6715 
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That Council receives and adopts the Finance Manager’s Report.  
 
MOVED: Cr Craig Koomeeta  SECONDED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy 
CARRIED 

 
10.38am Lucy Deemal, Finance Manager left the meeting 
 
10.40am meeting adjourned for morning tea  
11.03am meeting resumed 
 

14. Acting Director Corporate Services Report   

14.1 Actions from Previous Council Meeting 

Nil 

14.2 Leasing Update 

NOTED 

14.3 Aurukun Banking Agency 

NOTED 

14.4 ASC Induction 

NOTED 

14.5 Cape York Employment (CYE) 

Mayor, CEO and Director Corporate Services met with CYE in July to discuss the 
return of CYE services in Aurukun. Since this meeting CYE has been actively 
engaging and contributing to various town beautification projects including the 
Aurukun waterfront and community entrance.  
 
Director Corporate Services will continue to liaise with CYE to ensure various 
community projects and CYE leased facilities receive the desired level of 
consideration to ensure Aurukun maintains an appropriate level cleanliness and 
safety. 
 

Resolution 20.6716 
 
That Council contacts Michael White, A/g Regional Manager, National Indigenous 
Australians Agency (NIAA) to discuss the full return of Cape York Employment 
services to Aurukun Community. 
 
MOVED: Mayor Keri Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 
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14.6 Audit 

As part of this year’s audit, Director Corporate Services and Finance Manager are 
reviewing the ASC procurement policy. Policy will be presented for discussion at 
next management meeting prior to tabling for endorsement by Council in September. 

NOTED 

14.7 Training 

• IT Vision provided Stores training to Aurukun and Cairns staff, following up with 
Synergy Soft on areas requiring improvement. 

• Payroll Officer travelling to Aurukun on 10 August 2020 and is available to assist 
Council staff with completion of time sheets and associated requirements. 

• Purchasing Officer travelling to Aurukun on 24 August 2020 to provide 
procurement training to Aurukun staff. 

NOTED 

14.8 Human Resources Report 

2020 Deadly Employee & Deadly Safety Awards of the Second Quarter 

First place winners were announced at Joint Staff Meeting held on 13 August 2020.  
Deadly Employee Award - Robert Woolla  
Deadly Safety Award – Tawu Marrott 

Recruitment during July 2020 

Local Recruitment 

• Traineeships - advertised 

• EA Trainee - advertised 

• Receptionist - advertised 

• Cleaners - advertised 

• Grounds Person - advertised 

• Garbage Truck Driver - advertised 

• Art Centre Workers - advertised 

NOTED 

14.9 Workplace Health and Safety Report 

NOTED 

14.10  Administration Managers Report 

NOTED 

14.11 Arts Centre Manager’s Report  

Exhibitions  
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The Arts Centre in collaboration with the Indigenous Knowledge Centre and Family 
Services secured $15,000 from the Indigenous Regional Arts Development Fund 
(IRADF) 2019/20. This project will support Wik and Kugu Elders/Senior Artists in 
providing artistic and cultural teachings to the younger generations through a series 
of on-country day camps.  
 
At the end of the project, Youth will organise an event at the local Wo'uw Ko'alam 
Community Centre to share their experiences with the wider Aurukun community by 
presenting their film clips and photographs, and showcasing their arts & crafts 
products as well as types of raw material that is nowadays rarely collected. 
 
Arts Queensland approved the Art Centre’s first Progress Report for BIA IAC Multi-
year 2019/23 and released 50% of the 2020/021 funding ($30,000). 
 
The Arts Centre has been working with Yoke, a renowned digital marketing and 
design specialist, to create an online catalogue (stage 1) and shop site (stage for 
promoting Wik and Kugu artists and their artworks nationally and internationally, and, 
most importantly, helping to counteract the expected revenue loss from cancelled 
(physical) exhibitions and fairs in 2020. Both modules will be integrated into the new 
Aurukun Shire Council’s website, as requested. 
 

Upcoming Exhibitions and Fairs 

• Darwin Aboriginal Art Fair DIGITAL (6/14 August 2020). 

• Cairns Indigenous Art Fair (14 August/13 September 2020) 

• Undercurrents, Tank Art Centre, Cairns (14 August /13 September 2020) 

NOTED 

14.12 Information Technology Report 

NOTED 

14.13 Stores 

NOTED 

Resolution 20.6717 
 
That Council receives and adopts the Acting Director Corporate Services Report.  
 
MOVED: Mayor Keri Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Craig Koomeeta 
CARRIED 

 

15. Director Community Services Report   

15.1 Actions from previous Council Meeting 

Nil Outstanding 



 

CONFIRMED Minutes Ordinary Council Meeting 18 Aug 2020.docx Page 14 

15.2 Funerals 

Organised Funerals:   Waal Waal Richard Koonutta – 14 August 2020 

NOTED 

Funeral Assistance 

Concerns have been raised in consideration of support for families in the planning 
and conduct of funerals. A draft guideline has been provided, for endorsement which 
clarifies the role of Council officers. 
 
The draft document also indicates exceptional circumstances when the State 
Coroner’s Office is involved. 
 

Resolution 20.6718 
 
That Council  
(1) approves the ‘Assistance for Funerals’ information paper 
(2) includes information paper in ASC Council Cemetery Policy - A017 
(3) amends the 2020/21 Fees and Charges to acknowledge hire fee for supply of 

chairs, being $50 refundable deposit for the hire of 20 plastic stackable chairs 
for cemetery use 

(4) inserts in ‘Assistance for Funerals’ information paper the cost for an extra 
bucket of sand. 

 
MOVED: Cr Craig Koomeeta  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 

15.3 Events 

Events Held – July 2020 

Date Event Details 
29 June – 10 July School Vacation Program 

4 August Aurukun Day 

Upcoming Events – August to September 2020 

Date Event Details 
5 September River to Ramp Fun Run 

Ngangk Min Festival 
Tidy Yards Competition Winners Announced 
Aurukun Photo Competition 

Queensland Rugby League (QRL) 

Due to the Cape cluster competition not proceeding, some discussions have been 
undertaken with Aurukun All Sports Inc, Department of Sport and Recreation and 
QRL, to investigate if a tap or touch competition could commence at Aurukun.  
Darren Schooth and Arthur Eustace-Earle, Queensland Rugby League, are assisting 
in some initial investigations to have the competition, culminating in some possible 
inter-community challenge with Napranum or Coen. Given the condition of the 
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football field, it is likely the tap or touch competition would be conducted on a half-
field program with shorter sessions. 

NOTED 

15.4 Community Police, Safety and CCTV 

CCTV Operations – User Activity Report for July 2020 

Total Number:   154 
Queensland Police:  18 
Aurukun Shire Council: 136 

Security Services 

The roster rotation occurred on Wednesday 5 August with Siaosi Moeaki and John 
Seal departing and Muneer and Mailik Sateer commencing the six-week roster block. 

NOTED 

15.5 Koolkan Early Childcare Centre (Koolkan ECC) 

Department of Education Visits and Liaison 

Both the State and Commonwealth Departmental representatives have been kept 
informed of management changes.  
 
The new Manager, Alison McClelland is being provided access to both State and 
Commonwealth software packages for the efficient management of attendance and 
enrolments. 

Enrolment Report  

Total Enrolment:   16 
Babies Room:  2 
Kindy Room:   2 
Toddlers Room:  12 
 
The current staffing includes one educator at Diploma level and two educators at 
Certificate level. The Manager, who is Diploma qualified, cannot be included in the 
compliance matrix for ratios (except for relieving on breaks). There is a current 
recruitment drive via a traineeship program for four additional educators.  

These additional staff will allow new enrolments for Term 4. The existing staffing is 
acceptable for our enrolment of 16 children when all staff attends work. The 
recruitment of the Assistant Manager has now been finalised.  This employee is also 
Diploma qualified. 

The below ratios are required by legislation: 

Babies (0-24 months) 1:4  One educator for every 4 babies  
Toddlers (24-36 months) 1:5 One educator for every 5 toddlers  
Kindy (36 months to prep) 1:11  One educator for every 11 kindy kids (Kindy kids 
attend on Thursday and Friday only) 



 

CONFIRMED Minutes Ordinary Council Meeting 18 Aug 2020.docx Page 16 

Capital Works – Funded by Education Queensland 

Education Queensland is following up an inspection of works undertaken by Aurukun 
Shire Council in relation to the two sets of sliding doors installed.  The soft-fall areas 
are being replaced prior to end of this year.  The sliding doors in the baby’s room are 
being quoted for replacement with an external contractor. 

Service Closures – Notifications to Department of Education (Commonwealth) 

The service was closed from 29 June to 10 July 2020 due to lack of qualified staff 
and 4 August 2020 due to Aurukun Day Public Holiday.  

The Principal has assisted with the provision of early years teachers’ assistants to 
support the new Manager to provide services for children of working parents over the 
period from 5 August 2020 due to Council employees being absent. 

NOTED 

15.6 Chivaree Community Aged Care Centre 

Service Provision 

Home Care Package (HCP): 15 
Level 2 - 5 
Level 4 – 10 
 
Community Care Program (CHSP): 32 
National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS): 4 

Good News and Visitors – Apunipima CHYC 

A meeting was held with Johanna Hunt, Apunipima Cape York Health Council, to 
discuss client services and any community residents who may wish to apply for 
packages. 
 
Aleisha Chanas, Dietician, Apunipima Cape York Health Council, met to discuss new 
menu and weekend packs. The review of the menu is proceeding to ensure all meals 
are nutritional and portion sizes are appropriate. 
 
The centre will shortly be moving to replacing all single use plastic containers and 
cutlery. 
 
Our first senior’s luncheon since COVID-19 restrictions, was held on the 23 July 
2020. These luncheons will be held each month and all seniors are invited to attend. 

Assistance with Client Yard Maintenance 

Yusia Lawn Care has commenced maintaining client yards. 
Total Number of eligible clients:    40 
Number of yards mowed by in July 2020: 16 
 
All client yards have now been mown once and the maintenance will continue with 
lesser tasks as vegetation is cut and removed. 

NOTED 
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15.7 Animal Control 

Registrations 
Registrations are due from 1 July and are payable at the Council reception. 

Vet Clinic 

The Vet Clinic will be conducted from Tuesday 25 August 2020 at the Wo’uw 
Ko’alam Community Centre. A CPO will assist the team during their visit to collect 
dogs for the clinic and assist with liaising with owners. 
 
All dogs accessing Vet Clinic services must be registered. 

NOTED 

15.8 Indigenous Knowledge Centre and Community Broadcasting 

Flexible Learning Program 

The Flexi Program continues to offer support for disengaged youth with on-line 
numeracy and literacy resources along with cultural activities and intergenerational 
contexts for sharing knowledge between Elders and young people. As the worst of 
the COVID-19 restrictions ease, the Flexi crew will be able to join in with some of the 
proposed excursions onto Country planned for Secondary students from the State 
School with IKC Bio Cultural support.  
 
IKC Flexi also continues to offer support for students wishing to transition to the 
State School Secondary program and even further to boarding school or other 
pathways. Fourteen enrolled Flexi students at time of writing. 

Special Priority Project 

The Woyan Min Bio Cultural project under the funding of the State Library’s Strategic 
Priorities Project Grants program is producing high quality multimedia video 
resources for the community and developing the Educational component of the 
project in the form of an interactive digital platform incorporating the Wik Mungkan 
Language, Wik Elders and on-Country visits.  

Community Engagement  

The IKC is leading a Queensland Arts Project in collaboration with the Wik and Kugu 
Arts Centre and the Koolkan Aurukun State School’s Art Teacher Robbie and 
students to complete a special Wik Season’s Mural on the front outside wall of the 
school’s Art room.  
 
The IKC has also been helping community members with digital access for 
Centrelink and other requirements whilst CYE and O-Hub have limited services on 
offer. 

First Five Forever (FFF) 

Tina Van Bekkum continues to bring her Play Group to the IKC Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. First Five Forever resources support the Play Group with Educational 
toys and games as well as new soft furnishings. 
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School Vacation Program  

38 Children attended the School Holiday program. 

NOTED 

15.9 Environmental Health 

Container Refund Program 

Visit Date  Containers collected 
15 July 2020      9,811 
29 July 2020   7,006 
 
Future visits:  12 August, 26 August  

Single Use Plastics 

The State Government has completed a consultation phase on the ban of single use 
plastics e.g. containers, cups, straws etc. with a plan to transition to a ban on single 
use plastic products from 1 July 2021. This initiative follows the successful ban on 
single use plastic shopping bags. 
 
The Chivaree Centre and Wo ‘uw Ko ‘alam Community Centre will move to no single 
use plastic cups, plates, and containers when existing stocks are exhausted. 

NOTED 

15.10 Grants Development and Lobbying 

WCCCA Liaison 

There are several applications for funding assistance currently awaiting a WCCCA 
SSRT outcome and some outstanding discussions with WCCCA in relation to funeral 
assistance, mobility scooter approvals/maintenance and future capital works 
programs.  
 
It would be beneficial to discuss these forward capital works plans with the Executive 
Officer, WCCCA. 
 

Resolution 20.6719 
 
That Council invites Mr Stefan Le Roux, Executive Officer, WCCCA Trust to attend 
the next Council Meeting to build a stronger partnership between WCCCA and 
Aurukun Shire Council (Shareholder). 
 
MOVED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 

15.11 Wo’uw Ko’alam Community Centre 

Operational Status 
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Bookings are now on the increase as the COVID-19 restrictions are easing though 
remaining active in making aware with information signage placed around the centre. 
 
The family support service continues from the centre. 

Bookings 

Glencore 23 July 2020 
Grant Thornton Australia (stolen wages team) 27/28 July 2020 
Cape York Land Council 28 July 2020 

Community Engagement and Promotion 

Aurukun Day feedback has been positive for the event over 300 hundred people 
attending. 
 
Engagement and promotion of the centre for all activities continues with the 
community and stakeholders. 

Expression of Interest – Community Event Food and Drink Stalls 

An expression of interest has been advertised for local families or organisations to 
be registered for community events to conduct food or drink stalls.  Assistance with 
Safe Food Handling procedures will be provided. 

NOTED 

15.12 Family Support Worker and Playgroup  

Engagement with Parents 

Family support engages daily with parents via playgroup and home visits. Playgroup 
numbers are slowly increasing, partly due to the new location at top end. 

Referrals to other Agencies  

One referral was provided this reporting period. 

Playgroup Attendance 

11 children attended playgroup regularly during the month. 

Staffing (Completion of Accredited Training) 

Nil 

Good News 

Playgroup participated in Under 8s Day which was held at the Koolkan Aurukun 
State School Kindy on 15 July 2020. All children and parents had a great time doing 
craft and sensory activities followed by a shared afternoon tea. 

NOTED 

15.13 Aak Muunchanak Splash Park 

Operations 
Water testing continues as per the Queensland Health aquatic facilities guidelines.   
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A new training requirement has been advised for aquatic facilities, requiring 
employees to undertake a Certificate 4 in Swimming Pool and Spa Service 
(CPP41319). This training has been included in the 2020/21 Training Plan. 

Management and Operation 

The Splash Park is open to the public each weekday from 3.00pm and on weekends 
from 1.00pm. Operation on the weekends has been sporadic due to staff 
absenteeism. This position will be re-advertised.  

Kirratech will be visiting on 18/19 August 2020 to undertake scheduled maintenance 
and provide induction to the Splash Park Supervisor.  

The new electric barbeque has been installed and will be promoted for use on 
weekends for children’s parties. To improve appropriate storage on site, the shipping 
container at Koolkan Early Childhood Centre will be transferred to the Splash Park. 

NOTED 

Resolution 20.6720 
 
That Council receives and adopts the Director Community Services Report. 
 
MOVED: Cr Craig Koomeeta  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 

16. Director Technical Services Report   

16.1 Actions from Previous Council Meeting 

Resolution 20.6691 – Uniting Church  

DTS Update: 

A letter was drafted and sent to the Uniting Church on Monday 3 August 2020. 
 

Resolution 20.6686 – Material Change of Use Development Application – Ngaay 
Road Industrial Estate  

DTS Update:  

A Decision Notice Letter was drafted and supplied to Department of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Partnerships Remote Indigenous Land and Infrastructure 
Program Office on Thursday 30 July 2020. 

 

Resolution 20.6685 – NAKPBC Request to Install Two Information Signs  

DTS update:  

A letter was drafted as per the full resolution and sent to Mark Malthouse on 
Thursday 30 July 2020. 
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Mark has responded (3 August) that he will make the contents of Council’s letter 
available to the Directors of Ngan Aak Kunch. 
 

Resolution 206684 – Interim Capital Housing Program (ICHP) ($2.35M Social 
Housing) 

DTS Update: 

A copy of Resolution 20.6684 has been provided to the Department of Housing and 
Public Works (DHPW). 
 
A meeting was held between Wayde Jablonski, Allan Linneman and me. It was 
agreed that DHPW would prepare a project agreement to be entered into by Council. 
DHPW will also develop one project to design and construct eight of the five ICHP 
and three fire damaged, which will be put to the open market at a future date. 
 
DHPW has confirmed at the Sunset Date for the works to be completed is 30 June 
2023, it is however intended that works will be completed well before this date. 
 

Resolution 20.6660 – Master Plan  

DTS Update: 

The meeting arranged with Councillors on Tuesday 28 July 2020 to clearly identify 
these locations on a Map. Meeting was delayed due to Sorry Business. Rescheduled 
meeting / inspection to be held on 10 September 2020. 

NOTED 

16.2 Housing Maintenance  

Community Housing Maintenance and Upgrades (QBuild) 

QBuild do and charge works continue to be completed within stipulated response 
times. They have started allocating 2020/21 upgrade projects to Council. Some sites 
having been awarded with works programmed to commence in August 2020. 

NOTED 

16.3 Roads Construction and Maintenance  

With the easing of COVID–19 travel restrictions Road Construction and Maintenance 
works will recommence on the following projects. 

• Airport Drive drainage pipe(s) works are progressing well, and the road is 
intended to be reopened to traffic in late August, early September 

• Amban Road DRFA rehabilitation works have commenced. 

NOTED 

16.4  Works  

Water supply/infrastructure 
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Council’s Plumbing Team continues to supply compliant potable water to the 
community, there have not been any exceedances reported from the samples 
submitted to Cairns Water for testing. 

Two replacement plumbers are being recruited to fill vacant positions within the 
Plumbing Team. Gavin Nolan has commenced as a replacement for Neil Peinkinna 
and Paul Mooney will start mid-August as a replacement for Andrew Verevis. 

Mick McLeod has advised that he will be returning to work in mid-August 2020. 

Solid Waste Management 

Kerbside collection services have continued however there have been delays and 
disruptions as staff attendance has been intermittent. 
 
Aurecon is awaiting a works program to be submitted from Bama Civil Pty Ltd once 
this works program is received the proposed start and finish dates can be advised for 
these works. 

Parks and Gardens Team 

Parks and Gardens Team has also had to undertake garbage collection and other 
tasks during the month of July 2020. 
 
Additional Parks and Gardens staff are being engaged to backfill the positions of 
those staff currently working on the road’s projects. 

NOTED 

16.5 Workshop/Depot 

Removal of Vehicle from Councils Asset Register 

With the replacement of the Mayoral vehicle as part of the current budget the old 
vehicle has been sold by auction.  
 
There was still some residual value to the existing assets ($46,107.05). The following 
needs to be removed from Councils asset register. 
 

Asset ID Asset Description Written Down Value  

10098 
Toyota Landcruiser Dual Cab Utility  
(547 WQQ) 46,107.05 

   

  TOTAL $46,107.05 

 

Resolution 20.6721  
 
That Council  
(1) resolves to have Toyota Landcruiser Dual Cab Utility asset number 10098, 

plant number 730 registration number 547 WQQ be removed from Council’s 
asset register. 

(2) requests that Councils Finance Section complete all relevant tasks necessary 
to remove this asset from Council’s asset register.  
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MOVED: Mayor Keri Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Craig Koomeeta 
CARRIED 

 

16.6 Airport Operations 

Bird Strikes 

There have been some near misses and minor incidents involving Galahs in the 
month of July. To reduce this risk in the future a bird fright gas gun is being 
purchased and will be put into use on its arrival in Aurukun. 

NOTED 

16.7 Electrical/CCTV 

NOTED 

 

Resolution 20.6722 
 
That Council receives and adopts the Director Technical Services Report. 
 
MOVED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy   SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 
11.52am Chantal Cora, Customer Service Manager, Housing Tenancy Team 
entered and sat in the Gallery. 
 
12.14pm Chantal Cora presented the Housing Tenancy Team report and Cultural 
Houses for Endorsement by Council. 
 

Housing Tenancy Team Report 

Chantal Cora talked Council through the August Housing Tenancy Report.  
 
In the report it stated that the team had identified up to 30 households not residing in 
their properties. Mayor Tamwoy asked what the main reason for residents not 
wanting to return to their properties. Chantal advised that safety was the main 
reason. The Housing Tenancy team is encouraging residents to return to their 
properties. 
 
The Mayor questioned why emergency transitional housing was not available for 
residents as she is aware of a local person living in a tent while her house is being 
repaired. Chantal knew of the person and advised she had been in contact with them 
this morning to discuss the matter. The Mayor stated that no resident should live in 
an overcrowded house or a tent while waiting for their house to be repaired. 
Discussion continued with no solution forthcoming. 
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Chantal asked what the Mayor thought about non Wik people requesting social 
housing in Aurukun. Mayor advised that this would be considered on a one-on-one 
basis.  
 
Mayor asked if the Housing Tenancy Team had any authority to stop residents from 
playing loud music during the day and night. Chantal said that people should be 
encouraged to call the Housing Tenancy Team to complain and if it was at night then 
to call the Police. Chantal advised that she would organise for a notice to be 
distributed advising residents of this.  
 

Cultural Endorsement for Housing Allocations 

 

Resolution 20.6723 
 
That Council approves the following housing allocations as culturally appropriate. 
(1) 177 Apalech Street, 4-bedroom house – Vera and Roy Landis 
(2) 160 Po-Al Street, 2-bedroom house – Terence Pootchemunka 
 
MOVED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta  SECONDED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy 
CARRIED 

 
1.03pm presentation finished  
 
1.03pm meeting adjourned for lunch  
 
1.24pm Chantal Cora left, and meeting resumed 
 
1.33pm Kerie Hull, General Manager – Engagement & Communication, Cape York 
Partnership and Alicia Nas, MPower Project Lead, Pama Futures joined the meeting 
via MS Teams in Cairns.  
 

Mayi Market presentation 

Kerie Hull took Council through PowerPoint presentation on Mayi Market. She said 
that the idea of Cape York people paying fair prices for food was a long-held 
aspiration. After consultant with communities in the Cape York the idea of Mayi 
Market was formed. 
 

• The food box delivery day is an ideal anchor for a community market where 
locals can trade home-grown produce, craft, cooking, other … 

• The Mayi Market is a not-for-profit, ‘no-frills’ ‘high value’ enterprise, on a mission 
to close the gap on health through access to good food every week. 
Communities are, and will continue to be, involved in the development of the 
business.  

• Cape York women have shaped the offering to date and have designed 
additional boxes for roll out into the future.  

• The Mayi Market will have achieved success when First Nations households are 
purchasing the bulk of their monthly groceries at mainstream prices.  
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• We will have built a practical model that is sustainable long term.  

• People can have money automatically deducted from Centrelink payments so 
the regular food boxes can be delivered once a fortnight.  

 
Mayor Tamwoy advised that Council would discuss the idea and inform if it wishes to 
proceed with a pop-up store in September. 

NOTED 

1.59am Kerie and Alicia finished the presentation and left the meeting. 
 

17. Confidential Business   

 
2.02pm Lucy Deemal, Finance Manager joined the meeting via teleconference in 
Cairns. 
 

Resolution 20.6724 
 
That in accordance with Local Government Regulation 2012, Chapter 8 
Administration, Part 2 Local Government meetings and committees, Council closes 
the meeting to the public for the following reasons:  
(h) other business for which a public discussion would be likely to prejudice the 
 interests of the local government or someone else or enable a person to gain 
 financial advantage. 
 
MOVED: Mayor Keri Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy 
CARRIED 

 
Discussion was held on the following items: 
(1) 90-day Debtors Report 
(2) Outstanding Debt to be written-off 
(3) Island and Cape Revenue projection / Community Benefit Fund 
 

Resolution 20.6725 
 
That Council comes out of closed committee and opens the meeting back up to the 
public. 
 
MOVED: Mayor Keri Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Craig Koomeeta 
CARRIED 

 
2.10pm Lucy Deemal, Finance Manager left the meeting 
 
Detailed Analysis of 90-day Debtors List  

 

Resolution 20.6726 
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That Council receives the 90-day Debtors Report and undertakes the necessary 
follow up actions. 
 
MOVED: Mayor Keri Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 
 
Outstanding Debt to be written-off 

 

Resolution 20.6727 
 
That Council writes off the outstanding debt of $1,057.00 from Dominic Wockner for 
flights. 
 
MOVED: Mayor Keri Tamwoy  SECONDED: Cr Delys Yunkaporta 
CARRIED 

 
 
Island and Cape Revenue Projection / Community Benefit Fund 

 

Resolution 20.6728 
 
That Council  
(1) requests Island and Cape to advise the total amount of money held in 

Community Benefit Fund (CBF)  
(2) advises Community Organisations that they can apply for grants under the 

CBF. 
 
MOVED: Cr Craig Koomeeta   SECONDED: Cr Kemuel Tamwoy 
CARRIED 

 

18. Councillors Portfolio Reports   

Cr Kemuel Tamwoy – Youth, Sports and Recreation portfolio 

Attended the Youth Acting Working Group meeting last week. Main points of 
discussion focused on funding for sports groups, employment and how to engage 
interest in youth.  
 
One suggestion was discussed in length about seeking funding from Rio Tinto to 
invest in community activities like sponsoring sports groups and work experience in 
mines for youth. 

NOTED 
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