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MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF THE AURUKUN SHIRE COUNCIL, 
HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 39 KANG KANG ROAD, AURUKUN ON 

TUESDAY, 19 AUGUST 2014 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors Cr Dereck Walpo 
Cr Angus Kerindun 
Cr Ada Woolla 
Cr Vera Koomeeta 
Cr Edgar Kerindun 
 

Officers  Bernie McCarthy - Chief Executive Officer 
Ron Fenner - Director of Corporate Services 
Jason Holt - Director of Community Services 
Robert Love - Director of Technical Services 
Felicia Yeow – Chief Accountant 
Teresa Button - Minute Secretary 
 

Guests: Natalie Kent – Manager, Performance Solutions 
Local Govt Association of Queensland  

 
 Doreen Hart and James Fa Aoso - Cape York 

Institute 
 

1. OPENING 
The Mayor declared the Meeting open at 9.14am and asked Robert Love to open 
with a word of prayer. 
 

2. CONDOLENCES 
Nil   

 
3. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil 
 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
14.4470 RESOLVED THAT Council receives and adopts the Minutes of the Ordinary  

Meeting of 15 July 2014 and Minutes of the Special Meeting of 14 August 2014 
and confirms them as a true and correct record. 
MOVED: Cr V Koomeeta    SECONDED: Cr E Kerindun 
CARRIED 

 
5. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 
Minutes Ordinary Meeting of 15 July 2014 
13.4 Aurukun Planning Scheme – 

Community meeting be held to explain the Aurukun Planning Scheme 
and DSDIP Officers and the Planning Scheme Consultant be invited to 
external and internal meetings to be held by 30 September 2014. 
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Minutes Special Meeting of 14 August 2014 

 Local Laws 
Council discussed the Local Laws 1 - 6 as adopted and decided that community 
publicity be provided on these laws. 
 

6. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS 
Nil 
 
 

7. CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFIED MOTIONS 
Nil  

 
8. RECEPTION OF NOTICES OF MOTION FOR NEXT MEETING 

Nil 
 

9. QUESTIONS ON NOTICE OF MOTION 
Nil 
 

10. DELEGATIONS 
As stated during course of Meeting. 
 

11. RECEPTION AND CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE AND/OR DELEGATES 
REPORTS 
Nil 

 
12. MAYOR’S REPORT 

The Mayor presented his report to Council. 
 

12.2 Skytrans 
14.4471 RESOLVED THAT Council writes a letter for flyers to be sent advising different 

types of training and scholarships, of which Skytrans can offer to the 
Community. 
MOVED: Cr A. Kerindun   SECONDED: Cr E Kerindun 
CARRIED 
 

12.3 CYSF Open Forum Agenda 
Noted 
 

12.4 Tony Potter, Transport and Main Roads 
Noted 
 

12.5 Future Meetings for this Month 
Noted 
 

14.4472  RESOLVED THAT the Mayor’s Report be adopted and received. 
MOVED:  Cr A Kerindun   SECONDED:  Cr V Koomeeta 
CARRIED 
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13. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

 
13.1 Leasing of Premises 

 
Proposed  APN Lease 

14.4473  RESOLVED THAT Council meets with NAK regarding proposed Lease for NAK 
Office space on 1 September 2014 to discuss the Wuungkam Lodge, office, 
accommodation, boardroom and leasing arrangement by third party. 
MOVED: Cr A Kerindun    SECONDED: Cr V Koomeeta 
CARRIED 
 
Proposed Centrelink Lease 

14.4474  RESOLVED THAT Council offers lease to Lynette Adidi for office space in 
Community Justice Building subject to advance loan lease payment with a trial 
period of six months. 
MOVED: E Kerindun     SECONDED: A Woolla 
CARRIED 
 

13.2 3 Rivers Community Centre 
14.4475 RESOLVED THAT Council seeks formal written advice from Deputy 

Commissioner Barron, QPS and possibly PCYC for funding of $450,000 capital 
upgrade and $1,350,000 two year operational plan.  
MOVED: Cr A Kerindun   SECONDED: Cr V Koomeeta 
CARRIED 
 

13.3 Wuungkam Lodge Management EOIs 
Noted 
 

13.4 Aurukun Planning Scheme 
Noted 
 

13.5 Staff Housing Leases 
Noted 
 

13.6 Local Laws 
Noted 
 

13.7 Terms of Reference Tourism and Batching Plant Business Plans 
Noted 

 
13.8 Appointment of Advisor for Aurukun Internal Audit Committee 

14.4476 RESOLVED THAT 
i) Council appoints Yarrabah ASC’s Chief Accountant as ASC internal 

audit committee advisor 
ii) Council gives dispensation to ASC’s Chief Accountant to sit as advisor 

on Yarrabah’s internal committee. 
iii) ASC’s internal audit committee meetings are to be conducted by 

teleconference. 
MOVED: Cr A Kerindun   SECONDED: Cr E Kerindun 
CARRIED 
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13.9 Forthcoming Meetings/Events 
NOTE: DLG Regional Manager John O’Halloran and acting Principal Advisor 
Mark Kelleher visit will now be 26 August 2014. 
 

13.10 Proposed Meetings – Cairns 
   Nil 
 

14.4477 RESOLVED THAT Council receives and adopts the Chief Executive Officers’ 
Report. 
MOVED:  Cr V Koomeeta  SECONDED:  Cr A Woolla 
CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned for morning tea at 11.02am and resumed at 
11.10am. 

 
14. FINANCE REPORT 
 
14.1 Financial Statements –   2014 

Noted 
 

14.2 Summary 
Noted 
 

14.3 Income 
Noted 
 

14.4 Expense 
Noted 
 

14.5 Cash 
Noted 
 

14.6 Debtors 
Noted 
 

14.7 Resolution 
 
14.8  Staff Resource 

14.4478 RESOLVED THAT Council approves to split the Payables/Payroll position into 
two distinct roles, with the additional role in finance based in Cairns, a review to 
be undertaken in one (1) years’ time to assess ongoing need and the position 
to be advertised asap. 
MOVED: Cr A Kerindun   SECONDED: Cr Woolla 
CARRIED 
 

14.9 Late Item: Treasury Signatories 
14.4479 RESOLVED THAT Council approves revised purchasing policy as circulated. 

MOVED: Cr V Koomeeta  SECONDED:  Cr A Kerindun 
 
 

14.4480  RESOLVED THAT Council receives and adopts the Finance Report. 
MOVED: Cr A Kerindun   SECONDED: Cr E Kerindun 
CARRIED 
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15. REPORT – DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

15.1.1 Noted 
 

15.1.2 Recruiting Update 
Noted 
 

15.1.3 Business Development/Grants Officer 
Noted 
 

15.1.4 Human Resources 
Noted 
 

15.1.5 Customer Services Manager 
Noted 
 

15.1.6 Arts Centre Manager 
 Noted 
 

14.4481  RESOLVED THAT Council receives and adopts the Director of Corporate 
Services’ Report. 
MOVED: Cr E Kerindun    SECONDED: Cr V Koomeeta 
CARRIED 
 

15.1.7 BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

15.2 GRANTS OFFICER ACTIVITY REPORT 
Noted 
 

15.3 HUMAN RESOURCES REPORT 
Noted 
 

15.4 ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
 Noted 
 
 Meeting adjourned for lunch at 1.00pm and resumed at 1.40pm. 

 
16. REPORT – DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
16.1.1 Recruiting Update 

Noted 
 

16.1.2 Aurukun Day 2014 
Noted 
 

16.1.3 Community Police Officers 
Noted 
 

16.1.4 GSS Security Guard 
Noted 
 

16.1.5 Healthy Communities 
Noted 
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16.1.6 Koolkan Childcare  

Noted 
 

16.1.7 Community Home Help Coordinator (HACC) 
Noted 
 

16.1.8 Aurukun IKC 
Noted 
 

16.2 KOOLKAN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTRE AND FAMILY SUPPORT HUB 
REPORT 
Noted 
 

16.3 AURUKUN COMMUNITY HOME HELP PROGRAM 
Noted 
 

14.4482   RESOLVED THAT Council receives and adopts the Director of Community 
Services’ Report.  
MOVED: Cr E Kerindun  SECONDED:  Cr V Koomeeta 
CARRIED 
 
Doreen Hart and James Fa Aoso from Cape York Institute entered the 
Meeting at 2.16pm. 
 
Doreen Hart presented to Council on empowering communities and changing 
the way services do business in Aboriginal Communities. More transparency to 
be provided on funding, services and better coordination of services provided. 
Currently developing formal processes and reforms in Canberra. Mayor spoke 
at length on this issue. 
 
Doreen Hart and James Fa Aoso departed the room at 2.41pm 

 
17. REPORT – DIRECTOR OF TECHNICAL SERVICES 

 
17.1 Building Construction and Maintenance 

Noted 
 

17.2 Council Building and Staff Housing 
 Noted 

 
17.3 Civil Construction and Maintenance 

14.4483 RESOLVED THAT Council enters into an agreement with Hitachi Construction 
Machinery for the supply of a 5.5 tonne tracked excavator including trailer for 
the price of $110,000 plus GST. 
MOVED: Cr A Kerindun  SECONDED: Cr Woolla 
CARRIED 
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17.4 Access Road Maintenance 

 Further to advice at Special Council Meeting on 19 May 2014, orders for plant 
hire have been awarded to: Athelpen and Puuch for water truck hire and S & R 
Resources for loader/side tipper combination hire. 
 
These orders were placed after gravel quantities required were established and 
assessments made using selection criteria in the original tender. 
 
Noted 
 

17.5 Swimming Pool Operation 
  Noted 
 
17.6 Water and Sewerage 
  Noted 
 
17.7 Workshop 

Noted 
 
17.8 Animal Control and Environmental Health 

14.4484 RESOLVED THAT Council grants permission for Cape York Land Council to 
undertake a 1080 baiting program in 2014/2015; subject to appropriate disposal 
of carcasses. 
MOVED: Cr A Kerindun   SECONDED: Cr E Kerindun 
CARRIED 
 

17.9 Airport Operations 
  Noted 
 
17.10 Disaster Management 

14.4485 RESOLVED THAT Council forwards a letter to QRFS and Government 
Champion, David Edwards thanking them for the provision of the new Fire 
Appliance. 
MOVED: Cr Koomeeta  SECONDED: Cr E Kerindun 
CARRIED  

 
14.4486  RESOLVED THAT Council receives and adopts the Director of Technical 

Services’ Report  
MOVED:  A Kerindun   SECONDED: Cr A Woolla 
CARRIED 

 
18. CORRESPONDENCE 

Nil 
 

19. QUESTIONS FROM PUBLIC GALLERY 
Nil 
 

20. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

20.1 Letter from Rio Tinto Alcan 
Council seeks further information from RTA on proposed meeting re: Amban 
Road re-alignment. 
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20.2 Resealing 
The Mayor would like to see resealing of ruts on the township roads before the 
upcoming wet season. 
 

20.3 Recycling 
The Mayor has requested Council to look into recycling to reduce rubbish. This 
matter is to be discussed further with Council. 
 

20.4 Gazetted Public Holidays 
Proposed Holidays - Aurukun Day 4 August 2015 and Cairns Show Day 17July 
2015.  
 

14.4487 RESOLVED THAT Council requests the Dept. of Justice and Attorney 
General’s Office for granting of 2015 Holidays for Aurukun Day 4 August 2015 
and Cairns Show Day 17July 2015. 
MOVED: Cr A Kerindun  SECONDED: Cr E Kerindun 
CARRIED 
 

20.5 Tourism 
Graham Poon, Business Development & Grants Officer and Rob Macalister, a 
specialist consultant will be visiting Aurukun to conduct a ‘Getting into Tourism’ 
workshop/information session to encourage local participation. 
 

20.6 Resignation 
Robert Love, Director of Technical Services submitted official resignation letter 
effective from 8 January 2015. 
The recruitment process for his replacement will commence in mid-September 
2014. 
 

20.7 Annual Reports 
A reminder that Annual Reports are due 20 September 2014. All contributions 
to be provided to CEO by this date. 
 

20.8 Town Inspection 
All Directors to accompany the Mayor and CEO around the township on 21 
August 2014 at 8.30am, to inspect facilities and progress of works. 
 

20.9 Facebook 
Aurukun Shire Council now has its own Facebook page to engage the 
Community. All Council management is urged to regularly communicate to the 
wider Community. 

 
20.10 Unpaid Residential Rental Payments 

Unsatisfactory rental payment for residential property at 416 Pikkuw St, Council 
shall take the necessary action to seek recovery of rental payments. Council 
endorses letter being forwarded to the tenants. 
 

20.11 Farewell 
Arrangements for Linda Sivyer’s departure were discussed. 
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20.12 Change of Ordinary Meeting Date 

14.4488 RESOLVED THAT Council resolves to hold its next Ordinary meeting on 15 
September 2014.  
MOVED: Cr E Kerindun  SECONDED: Cr A Woolla 
CARRIED 
 

14.4489 RESOLVED THAT Council sends invitation letter to David Kempton, MP 
Member for Cook to attend next Council meeting on Monday 15 September 
2014. 
MOVED: Cr A Kerindun   SECONDED: Cr V Koomeeta 
CARRIED 

 
There being no further business, the Mayor closed the Meeting at 4.14pm. 


