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Officer: Aurukun Shire Council 
 C/o Aurecon Australasia 
Direct Telephone: (07) 3173 8163 
Response Address: Locked Bag 331 
 Brisbane QLD 4001 
Email: corey.roderick@aurecongroup.com 
Our Reference: 2016/01 
  

 
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT OF APPLICATION 2016/01 – MATERIAL 
CHANGE OF USE OF PREMISES – UNDEFINED USE (ACCESS ROAD) – 
OPERATIONAL WORKS THAT IS CLEARING OF VEGETATION AND 
EARTHWORKS – LOT 211 SP241404, AURUKUN ROAD, AURUKUN QLD 4892 
 

1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 

Application Number: 2016/01 

Applicant: Ngan Aak-kunch Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC (NAK) 

 C/o Philippe Savidis, Cape York Land Council 

Owner: Ngan Aak-kunch Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC (NAK) 

Date of Receipt: 26 February 2016  

Location: Aurukun Road, Aurukun 

RPD: Lot 211 SP241404 

Current use of land: Environmental Management and Conservation area and 
access track 

Zoning: Environmental Management and Conservation Zone 

Proposal: Undefined use (Access Road) 

Submissions Close Date: 8 April 2016 

Number of submissions: 0 

 

2 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to consider DA2016/01. 

 

3 PROPOSAL 

A Development Application has been received for a Material Change of Use for undefined use 
(access road) and Operational Works that is the clearing of vegetation and earthworks, on land at 
Aurukun Road, Aurukun (herein referred to as the site).  

The site is properly described as Lot 211 SP241404 and has a total site area of 706,400 Ha. The 
landowner and applicant for the development application is the Ngan Aak-kunch Aboriginal 
Corporation Registered Native Title Body Corporate (RNTBC) (NAK). The site is covered by mature 
vegetation except where informal access tracks exist to the west of Aurukun Road. 
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The access road which is the subject of this development application is an existing access track on 
private property and is not a declared road under the Land Act 1994 (Qld) (Land Act). There is no 
intention to change the status of the track as per the Land Act. 

Users and vehicle movements along the access road are anticipated to increase as a result of 
mining and exploration projects in the area, and in particular, located within Lot 7024 on MP41159 to 
the north and west of the subject site. As such, this development application is for the upgrade and 
maintenance of the access road to improve its running surface and continue to provide safe use of 
the road. Figure 1 below illustrates the alignment of the existing access road within the subject site. 

 

Figure 1: Existing access road within the subject site 

Road upgrade activities include the following activities: 

 Clear vegetation that has encroached into the existing alignment to provide a 4 m wide 
running surface along the entire road. 

 Clear vegetation adjoining the road to provide 13 passing bays at nominated locations. Each 
passing bay will be approximately 2 m wide and 100 m long. 

 Form road side windrow turn-outs to limit the concentration of overland flow within the road 
alignment. 

 Stabilise the windrows by establishing outlets and drainage lines. 

 Upgrade of the waterway crossings along the road alignment, and in particular the crossing 
at Coconut Creek 

Ongoing maintenance of the road will also be undertaken. The on-going maintenance activities 
include the following activities to be undertaken: 

 Maintain the width of the road alignment by removing regrowth within the alignment. 

 Remove vegetation outside of the road alignment that poses a potential health and safety 
risk to road users. 
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 Repair running surface of the road to a suitable condition for the type of vehicles using the 
road, as required. 

 Carry out dust suppression, as required. 

 

4 REFERRAL 

The proposed development does not trigger referral in accordance with the Sustainable Planning Act 
2009 (SPA) and Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009 (SP Reg). 

A search of the Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) Regulated Vegetation 
Management Mapping has identified the majority of the access road as being mapped as Category B 
(Remnant vegetation). Vegetation clearing is proposed as part of the development application, 
however the clearing of vegetation is not triggered as operational works assessable under Schedule 
3 of the Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009, as the clearing is exempt under Schedule 24 
Clearing of native vegetation – not assessable development under schedule 3, part 1, table 4, item 1 
under the following items 

 Part 2 Freehold Land, Item (c): clearing vegetation that is necessary for essential 
management; and 

 Part 2 Freehold Land, Item (f): clearing vegetation that is necessary for routine management 
in an area of the land and the vegetation is – 

(i) regulated regrowth vegetation; or 

(ii) a least concern regional ecosystem shown on the regulated vegetation management 
map or a PMAV as a category B area 

Furthermore, a search of the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) Waterways for 
Waterway Barrier Works Mapping has identified three mapped waterways within the development 
area, including two (2) Green (Low) and one (1) Red (High) waterway. The red waterway has been 
identified as Coconut Creek. Advice from the applicant is that consultation with DAF in relation to the 
proposed waterway crossings and the self-assessable development requirements is ongoing. This 
application has been assessed on the basis that any waterway crossing will comply with the 
appropriate self-assessable codes for waterway barrier works. In the instance that works do not 
comply with the provisions of the self-assessable codes, a Development Permit for Operational 
Works that are Waterway Barrier Works (to the Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and 
Planning (DILGP) through IDAS under SPA) will be required. 

5 PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 

Public notification was triggered as the application is Impact Assessable as prescribed by Part 5, 
Section 5.5, and Table 5.5.2 of the Planning Scheme. The notification period ran from 17 March 
2016 to 8 April 2016. No submissions were received during this period. 

A Notice of Compliance was submitted to Council on 18 April 2016, within the prescribed timeframe. 

6 PLANNING SCHEME REQUIREMENTS 

The subject site is within the Environmental Management and Conservation (EMC) Zone. An 
undefined use (access road) within this zone requires Impact Assessment and as such assessment 
is required against the Aurukun Shire Planning Scheme as a whole to the extent relevant. 

The Strategic Framework sets out the policy direction for the Planning Scheme and forms the basis 
for ensuring appropriate development occurs. There are seven (7) themes within the Strategic 
Framework as follows: 

 Settlement pattern 
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 Natural environment and resources 

 Community identity and diversity 

 Natural hazards and safety 

 Access and mobility 

 Infrastructure and services 

 Economic and social development 

The overall strategic intent for development within Aurukun, to the extent relevant to this application, 
is to ensure land within the Environmental Management and Conservation Zone is protected for its 
significant natural and ecological values, and only low intensity rural based land uses occur and are 
designed appropriately to be resilient to the potential effects of natural hazards.  

The Shire’s economy is centred on the provision of services and facilities to the community and 
around extractive industries and tourism. Opportunities to grow and diversify these enterprises, using 
the Shire’s natural and cultural resources, are maximised to provide a self-sufficient economy. New 
development should enable people and goods to move safely, economically, equitably and 
conveniently throughout the Shire. 

The proposed works are in response to an increase in vehicle movements as a result of the 
development of mining and exploration projects in the area, specifically in relation to the Rio 
Tinto Amrun Project. The proposed works will improve access to the Amrun mine and port, 
thereby maximising the efficiency of the extractive industries which support the Shire’s 
economy. Furthermore, the access road provides an important link for the NAK and other 
community members to access areas to the west of the allotment and connects these areas 
to Aurukun Road.  Improving the condition of the access road allows the movement of 
people and goods to be carried out safely, economically, equitably and conveniently. 

The proposed works will not result in any adverse impacts to the natural and ecological 
values of the site or wider Environmental and Conservation Zone. No threatened 
communities, ecosystems or populations listed under State or Commonwealth legislation 
occur along or adjacent to the access road. A flora and fauna assessment conducted by 
Ecotone Environmental Services (dated 24 November 2015) identifies that only a small 
number of mature trees (approximately 12) immediately adjacent to the access road are 
required to be removed, with an additional 0.6 ha Category B vegetation consisting of 
shrubby vegetation and ground cover removed to widen the alignment at passing bays. As 
the access road is existing, vegetation clearing along the road will not result in habitat 
fragmentation. Furthermore, the removal of this vegetation is minor when considered in the 
context of the site. 

The proposal is an undefined use (access road) in accordance with the Aurukun Shire Planning 
Scheme, and as such the following assessment codes apply: 

 Environmental Management and Conservation Code 

 Natural Hazards Overlay Code 

 Environmental Protection Overlay Code 

 Works Services and Infrastructure Code 

Development in the Environmental Management and Conservation zone is to ensure the natural 
environment of the Aurukun Shire is preserved, through minimising the loss of biodiversity, and 
recognising the connection of local people with the land and coast. The Environmental 
Management and Conservation zone may accommodate low intensity development, based on 
an appreciation of the significant environmental and cultural values of the area, and only where a 
community need can be demonstrated and environmental impacts can be avoided or mitigated. 
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The NAK are the Traditional Owners of the land and the applicant of this application. A Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan (CHMP) has been prepared in consultation with the NAK for the 
Amrun Project. Clearing associated with the proposed development will be undertaken in 
accordance with the CHMP and in consultation with the NAK. 

The proposed works are low in intensity and will not result in an adverse impact on the biological 
diversity or ecological integrity of the site or wider Environmental Management and Conservation 
area as summarised above. On this basis, the proposed works are compliant with the 
requirements of the Planning Scheme. Assessment against the codes can be found in Tables 
6.1 – 6.4 below.
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Table 6.1 Environmental Management and Conservation Zone Code – for self-assessable and assessable development 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

PO1 Land use 

Land remains in a natural state. Low 

intensity development is permitted only 

where there is a demonstrated need to 

locate outside of the Township Zone, 

and where the use does not 

detrimentally affect the environmental 

values of the area.   

AO1.1 Development within the zone is 

limited to: 

(a) outstations and low impact 

agricultural activities;  

(b) essential community 

infrastructure. 

Complies with AO1.1 –  

The access road is an existing use 

within the allotment. The proposed 

development will improve the safe use 

of the existing access road as vehicle 

movements on the road increases. 

While not designated community 

infrastructure under the SP Act, the 

access road provides an important link 

for the NAK and other community 

members to access areas to the west 

of the allotment and connects these 

areas to Aurukun Road. The proposed 

use will not detrimentally affect the 

environmental values of the area.  

  The access road is existing. The 

proposed development is of low 

intensity and provides a 

community need. The proposed 

works are to improve access to 

the Amrun mine and port, 

thereby maximising the 

efficiency of the extractive 

industries which support the 

Shire’s economy. Furthermore, 

the access road provides an 

important link for the NAK and 

other community members to 

access areas to the west of the 

allotment and connects these 

areas to Aurukun Road. The 

works will not detrimentally 

impact on the environmental 

values of the area. This has 

been demonstrated in the 

ecological assessment prepared 

by Ecotone Environmental 

Services, dated 24 November 

2015. Mitigation measures will 

be conditioned accordingly. 

PO2 Design 

Development demonstrates 

AO2.1 Development is self-sufficient 

and incorporates or facilitates 

Complies AO2.1 – The proposed 

development will improve the 

  The access road is existing. The 

proposed development has been 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

consideration to the unique cultural 

and environmental character of the 

area, having regard to avoiding 

environmental damage, and 

maximising the use of sustainable 

practices. 

sustainable practices through 

measures to: 

(a) improve energy efficiency; 

(b) promote water conservation 

and reuse; 

(c) reduce waste; and 

(d) minimise environmental 

damage. 

continued safe access and use of the 

existing access road. While clearing is 

required to provide passing bays, 

passing bays have been located to 

minimise the amount of clearing 

required. Provision of dedicated 

passing bays will also reduce the 

potential of ‘ad hoc’ track widening 

along the route.  

 

designed to minimise 

environmental damage. This has 

been demonstrated in the 

ecological assessment prepared 

by Ecotone Environmental 

Services, dated 24 November 

2015. Mitigation measures will 

be conditioned accordingly. 

PO3 Cultural Heritage and special 

places 

Special places and cultural heritage 

sites are recognised and protected 

from the impacts of development.  

Note – an applicant is advised to 

contact Councils Land and Sea Officer 

to determine the location of cultural 

heritage sites and special places of 

significance. 

AO3.1 An agreement or management 

plan is prepared in consultation with 

council and the registered cultural 

heritage body which includes 

documented construction and recovery 

procedures to ensure the protection of 

cultural heritage and special places. 

Complies with AO3.1 – The NAK are 

the Traditional Owners of the land and 

the proponent of this application. 

Clearing associated with the proposed 

development will be undertaken in 

consultation with the NAK.  

A Cultural Heritage Management Plan 

has been prepared in consultation with 

the NAK for the Amrun Project. This 

Cultural Heritage Management Plan 

can be used to also cover works along 

the access road.  

 The applicant, NAK, are the 

Traditional Owners of the land. A 

Cultural Heritage Management 

Plan has been prepared for the 

works. 

PO4 Waterways and Wetlands  

Where new uses or works occur 

adjacent to wetlands or waterways 

there are no significant adverse effects 

on: 

(a) water quality; 

AO4.1 Development is setback at least 

200m from a wetland or waterway 

identified on the Queensland 

Government SPP interactive mapping 

system. 

Complies with AO4.1 – The proposed 

development is not located within 200 

m from a wetland or waterway 

identified on the Queensland 

Government SPP interactive mapping 

system. The closest mapped Matter of 

 The area of proposed works is 
not within 200 m from a wetland 
or waterway as identified on the 
Queensland Government SPP 
interactive mapping. 

The existing access track 
traverses three waterways as 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

(b) aquatic or terrestrial habitat; 

(c) ecological processes and 

biodiversity values; and 

(d) landscape quality 

State Environmental Significance 

(wetland) is approximately 13 km 

south east of the intersection of 

Aurukun Road and the access road.  

 

identified on the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
Waterways for Waterway Barrier 
Works mapping. 

While the three waterways the 
access road traverses are 
mapped as MSES (vegetation 
intersection a watercourse), 
clearing of this vegetation is not 
proposed except in instances of 
regrowth or where individual 
trees pose a health and safety 
risk to users. This clearing is 
considered acceptable and is 
exempt from assessment under 
schedule 24 of the Sustainable 
Planning Regulation 2009 (refer 
Section 4 Referral). 

An Environmental Management 
Plan (Construction) (EMP(C)) 
will be conditioned accordingly 
and will be required to include 
appropriate measures to 
minimise effects on water 
quality, fauna habitat, ecological 
processes and biodiversity 
values. 

PO5 Landslide hazard 

Development is located and designed 

to avoid areas subject to landslide or, 

to mitigate against the risk of landslide. 

AO5.1 Buildings and structures are not 

constructed on land with a slope of 

15% or greater. 

Not applicable – The proposed 

development does not include the 

construction of any structures.  

The general slope of the alignment is 

1%, increasing to 2% and 3% in some 

N/A No new buildings or structures 
are proposed as part of this 
application. Furthermore, the 
area of proposed works is not 
subject to slopes of 15% or 
greater. 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

locations. No slopes 15% or greater 

occur within the alignment.  

 
Table 6.2 Natural Hazards Overlay Code – for self-assessable and assessable development 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

For all development  

PO1 Protection of health and safety 

Development siting and layout 

responds to the potential for flooding, 

bushfire and coastal hazards and 

maintains personal safety at all times. 

AO1.1 New buildings and structures 

are not located on land subject to 

bushfire hazard identified on the 

Queensland Government SPP 

interactive mapping system unless 

they: 

(a) are sited in areas of lowest 

bushfire hazard within the lot;  

(b) achieve a building setback from 

vegetation identified as bushfire 

hazard of 1.5 times the 

predominant mature canopy tree 

height, or 10m in height 

whichever is the greater;  

(c) have access to an adequate on 

site water supply for firefighting 

purposes. 

AO1.2 New buildings and structures 

are not located on land identified as a 

flood hazard area on Overlay Map OM-

Not applicable – No new buildings or 

structures are proposed as part of this 

development application.  

 

N/A No new buildings or structures 
are proposed as part of this 
application. 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

004-01 or OM-004-02 unless they are:  

(a) located on the highest part of 

the site to minimise entrance of 

flood waters;  

OR 

(b) elevated to ensure they are 

above 5m AHD;  

(c) provided with clear and direct 

access routes from the site. 

AO1.3 Land identified as being subject 

to coastal hazards on Overlay Map 

OM-003-01 or OM-003-02 remains 

undeveloped, unless the development 

is for one of the following: 

(a) coastal dependent development; 

(b) temporary or readily relocatable; 

structures for safety and 

recreational purposes; OR 

(c) re-development that does not 

increase the risk to people and 

property from exposure to 

coastal hazards. 

AO1.4 Re-development of existing 

buildings or structures within a coastal 

hazard area identified on OM-003-01 or 

OM 003-02, or an increase in the 

intensity of development, may only 

occur where it can be demonstrated 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

that the development will not 

compromise coastal management 

objectives to: 

(a) protect scenic amenity; 

(b) maintain public access to the 

foreshore for cultural 

recreational activities; 

(c) maintain and protect the barge 

landing and access road; 

(d) maintain and protect 

community facilities in close 

proximity to the foreshore 

such as the cemetery. 

PO2 Resilient design  

Development for essential 

infrastructure  is resilient to natural 

hazard events by: 

(a) ensuring siting, design and 

construction account for the 

potential risk of natural hazards; 

(b) essential infrastructure is able to 

function effectively during and 

immediately after natural hazard 

events; and 

(c) development maintains the 

safety of people and property. 

AO2.1 Essential infrastructure is not 

located in a natural hazard area 

identified on Overlay Map OM-003-01, 

OM-003-02, OM-004-01 or OM-004-02, 

or on mapping from the Queensland 

Government SPP interactive mapping 

system. 

 

Not applicable – The proposed 

development does not involved 

essential infrastructure, as defined 

under the Planning Scheme.  

 

N/A The proposed development 
does not involve essential 
infrastructure. 

PO3 Coastal Management AO3.1 No acceptable outcome is Not applicable – The access road is not N/A The subject site is not within the 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

Coastal and estuarine systems are 

preserved and protected from the 

impacts of development. 

identified. located in the coastal zone or within 

estuarine systems.  

 

coastal zone or within estuarine 
systems. 

PO4 Flood storage and management 

Development within a flood hazard area 

directly, indirectly, and cumulatively 

avoids any increase in water flow 

velocity or flood level, and does not 

increase the potential for flood damage 

either on site or on other properties. 

 

AO4.1 Development within a flood 

hazard area on Overlay Map OM-004-1 

and OM-004-2 does not result in: 

(a) a net increase in filling greater 

than 50m3;     

(b) any reductions of on-site flood 

storage capacity and contain 

within the subject site any 

changes to 

depth/duration/velocity of flood 

waters;  

(c) does not change flood 

characteristics outside the 

subject site in ways that result 

in  

(i) loss of flood storage; 

(ii) loss of/changes to 

             flow paths; 

(iii) acceleration or  

             retardation of flows. 

Complies with AO4.1 – The 

development will not result in a net 

increase in filling greater than 50 m3. 

Filling proposed to be undertaken in 

Coconut Creek is less than 50 m3 and 

is to repair existing filling in the 

watercourse, as such is not an increase 

in filling (refer Section 3.3.1).  

 

  The site is subject to flooding 
along Coconut Creek. Filling 
proposed as part of the 
development complies with the 
parameters in AO4.1. 

PO5 Hazardous materials 

The manufacture or storage of 

hazardous materials is located outside 

of a flood hazard area and/or bushfire 

AO5.1 No acceptable outcome is 

identified. 

 

Not applicable – The proposed 

development does not involve the 

manufacture or storage of hazardous 

materials.  

N/A The proposed development 
does not involve hazardous 
materials. 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

hazard area.  

 

Table 6.3 Environmental Protection Overlay Code - for self-assessable and assessable development 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

PO1 Amenity  

Development maintains the biodiversity 

and visual amenity of the natural 

environment. 

AO1.1 No acceptable outcome is 

identified.  

Complies with PO1 – The proposed 

development maintains the biodiversity 

and visual amenity of the natural 

environment. Clearing of vegetation 

associated with the maintenance of the 

access road has been minimised to the 

lowest reasonable area to maintain 

safe use of the road. Individual trees 

will be removed along the access road 

on an on-going basis only where they 

have the potential to pose a safety risk 

to traffic travelling along the road.  

  The site is heavily vegetated 
with mature native vegetation. 
Clearing proposed as part of 
this application is minor in 
nature when considered in 
context of the site, and 
minimised to the lowest 
reasonable area to maintain 
safe use of the access road. 
The proposed development will 
not adversely affect the visual 
or biodiversity amenity of the 
site or surrounding area. This 
has been demonstrated in the 
ecological assessment 
prepared by Ecotone 
Environmental Services, dated 
24 November 2015. 

PO2 Matters of state environmental 

significance  

Vegetation disturbance or other 

impacts on matters of state 

environmental significance shown on 

the Queensland Government SPP 

interactive mapping system.is avoided; 

AO2.1 Development is set back a 

minimum of 30m from vegetation 

mapped as a matter of state 

environmental significance on the 

Queensland Government SPP 

interactive mapping system. 

Note – development on land within the 

Complies with AO2.1 – While the 

access road is located within an area 

mapped as regulated vegetation 

Category B, this vegetation is not 

mapped as a matter of state 

environmental significance (MSES) on 

the Queensland Government SPP 

  Vegetation proposed to be 
cleared as part of this 
application is not mapped as a 
matter of state environmental 
significance (MSES) on the 
Queensland Government SPP 
interactive mapping system. 

While the three watercourses 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

or where disturbance cannot be 

avoided the loss or decrease of values 

is minimised by: 

(a) minimising the total footprint 

within which activities, buildings, 

structures, driveways and other 

works or activities are 

contained; and 

(b) avoiding further fragmentation of 

areas of environmental 

significance and strengthening 

natural linkages;  

(c) ensuring development is 

setback a sufficient distance 

from vegetation identified as a 

matter of state environmental 

significance to avoid adverse 

impacts; and 

(d) utilising areas of lesser 

biodiversity significance so that 

areas of higher value are 

conserved. 

Environmental Management and 

Conservation Zone may be required to 

submit an ecological assessment report 

to identify the ecological values, 

components and process within the 

area which may be impacted by the 

development.  

interactive mapping.  

The three watercourses that are 

crossed by the access road are 

mapped as MSES (vegetation 

intersecting a watercourse) (refer 

Figure 4-1).  

The proposed development is to 

upgrade and maintain an existing road 

that currently passes through these 

watercourses. Any vegetation proposed 

to be cleared within the area mapped 

as MSES (vegetation intersecting a 

watercourse) will be restricted to 

instances of regrowth within the 

existing alignment and/or removal of 

individual trees that may pose a health 

and safety risk to road users.  

 

the access road traverses are 
mapped as MSES (vegetation 
intersection a watercourse), 
clearing of this vegetation is not 
proposed except in instances of 
regrowth or where individual 
trees pose a health and safety 
risk to users. This clearing is 
considered acceptable and is 
exempt from assessment under 
schedule 24 of the Sustainable 
Planning Regulation 2009 (refer 

Section 4 Referral). 

PO3 Biodiversity and habitat 

protection 

Development ensures habitat areas 

which support critical ecological 

processes for threatened flora and 

fauna species (such as feeding, 

AO3.1 No acceptable outcome is 

identified.  

Complies with PO3 – Clearing 

associated with the works will be 

restricted to:  

• regrowth within the existing road 

alignment;  

• vegetation located within the 13 

  No threatened communities, 
ecosystems or populations 
listed under State or 
Commonwealth legislation 
occur along or adjacent to the 
access road.  

The ecological assessment 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

breeding or roosting) are retained, 

maintained, and protected. 

Note – development on land within the 

Environmental Management and 

Conservation Zone may be required to 

submit an ecological assessment report 

to identify the ecological values, 

components and process within the 

area which may be impacted by the 

development to demonstrate 

compliance with this performance 

outcome. 

proposed new passing bays and 

Beagle Camp intersection;  

• removal of individual trees outside of 

the road alignment that pose a potential 

risk to health and safety along the road 

on an ongoing basis.  

 

Detail of the proposed clearing is 

provided in Section 4.3.3. 

Approximately 0.6 ha of additional 

clearing is required for the passing 

bays and Beagle Camp intersection. 

Wherever possible passing bays have 

been located within areas of non-

remnant vegetation to minimise the 

vegetation clearing.  

An assessment of the vegetation to be 

cleared is provided in Appendix D.  

prepared by Ecotone 
Environmental Services has 
identified the effect of the 
minimal clearing on the local 
vegetation, flora and fauna 
community will be negligible. 
None of the vegetation or 
habitats to be effected is 
especially significant compared 
to surrounding vegetation and 
habitat areas, and surveys did 
not locate any specific habitat 
features. Surveys did not locate 
any nest or hollow trees along 
the access road, and the 
minimal level of disturbance 
proposed is unlikely to have 
any adverse impact on habitat 
areas. 

Notwithstanding the above, it is 
recommended a condition be 
imposed that mature trees to be 
removed along the access road 
are inspected prior to removal 
to confirm that they are not 
occupied by significant fauna 
species. 

PO4 Wetlands  

Where new uses or works occur 

adjacent to wetlands there are no 

significant adverse effects on: 

(a) water quality; 

AO4.1 Development is setback at least 

200m from a wetland or waterway 

within the Environmental Management 

and Conservation Zone, and 50m 

within the Township Zone.  

Note – wetlands are identified on the 

Complies with AO4.1 – The proposed 

development is not located within 200 

m from a wetland or waterway identified 

on the Queensland Government SPP 

interactive mapping system.  

  The proposed development is 
not located within 200 m from a 
wetland or waterway identified 
on the Queensland 
Government SPP interactive 
mapping system. 
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Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

(b) ecological and biodiversity 

values; 

(c) landscape quality. 

Queensland Government SPP 

interactive mapping system.  

 
Table 6.4 Works, services and infrastructure code – for self-assessable and assessable development 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes Applicant response Council assessment 

For all development 

PO1 Water Supply 

Premises are provided with an 

adequate, safe and reliable supply of 

water. 

 

 

AO1.1 Premises within the Township 

Zone are connected to councils water 

supply;  

OR 

AO1.2 Where not connected to 

council’s water supply, the 

development is provided with an 

adequate supply of water in 

accordance with the ‘Far North 

Queensland Region of Councils 

(FNQROC) Design Guidelines and 

Standard Specifications’. 

Not applicable – the proposed 

development is for road works to 

improve the safety for road users and 

ongoing maintenance of the road.  

As described in Section 3.5, water 

required for dust suppression and 

other activities associated with the 

upgrade and maintenance of the 

access track will be sourced from 

either Coconut Creek or from RTAW’s 

water sources.  

 

N/A The proposed development is 
for road works. The provision 
for water supply is not required. 

PO2 Wastewater 

Wastewater treatment and disposal 

facilities are provided appropriate for 

the level of demand generated, 

protects public health and avoids 

AO2.1 Premises within the Township 

Zone are connected to councils 

reticulated sewerage network;  

OR 

AO2.2 Premises have an on-site 

Not applicable – the proposed 

development is for road works to 

improve the safety for road users and 

ongoing maintenance of the road. 

Temporary, transportable ablution 

N/A The proposed development is 
for road works. The provision 
for wastewater treatment and 
disposal is not required. 
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environmental harm. 

Note – development applications may 

be required to be supported by a 

Wastewater Management Plan to 

demonstrate compliance with this 

performance outcome. The 

Wastewater Management Plan must 

prepared by a suitably qualified person 

and consider: 

(a) local climatic, drainage and 

groundwater conditions; 

(b) water quality objectives; and 

(c) best practice environmental 

management. 

wastewater disposal system designed 

in accordance with the ‘Far North 

Queensland Region of Councils 

(FNQROC) Design Guidelines and 

Standard Specifications’. 

facilities will be provided during 

upgrade works, but these will be 

removed once upgrade works are 

complete. Wastewater will not be 

produced as a result of the 

development.  

 

PO3 Electricity 

Premises have an adequate supply of 

electricity. 

PO3.1 Premises within the Township 

Zone are connected to an electricity 

network.  

Not applicable – the proposed 

development is for road works to 

improve the safety for road users and 

ongoing maintenance of the road. This 

development does not include the 

construction of a premises within the 

Township Zone and does not require 

the supply of electricity.  

N/A The proposed development is 
for road works. The provision 
for electricity is not required. 

PO4 Stormwater 

Land is provided with internal and 

external drainage facilities of an 

appropriate standard to minimise 

stormwater runoff and ponding, and to 

AO4.1 Stormwater drainage is 

designed to comply with NPM1.8 of the 

Queensland Development Code and 

the Urban Stormwater Quality Planning 

Guidelines 2010. 

Complies with PO4 – The road will be 

constructed with windrow turn-outs to 

limit the concentration of overland flow 

within road alignment. The road will 

remain unpaved.  

  Proposed works as designed 
are appropriate for the 
management of stormwater. 
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reduce impacts on receiving waters. Typical construction of the road and 

drainage is shown on Figure 3-16.  

PO5 Stormwater management 

Development is reflective of local 

drainage patterns and land use 

constraints (such as soil type, 

landscape features, nutrient hazardous 

areas, acid sulfate soil) and 

incorporates measures to minimise the 

transfer of contaminants to 

groundwater and waterways. 

Editor’s note – a stormwater quality 

management plan prepared in 

accordance with the Urban Stormwater 

Quality Planning Guidelines 2010 may 

be required to demonstrate compliance 

with this specific outcome.  

AO5.1 Development is located outside 

of an overland flow path. 

 

Complies with AO5.1 – The proposed 

development will not result in the 

collection or change in overland flow. 

Drainage design for the road is to limit 

the concentration of overland flow 

within the road alignment and direct 

flow away from the road and to 

overland flow paths.  

 

  Proposed works as designed 
are appropriate for the 
management of stormwater. 

PO6 Waste Management 

Business and industry activities 

provide appropriate refuse container 

storage areas which are: 

(a) screened from public view 

(b) of adequate size for the use; 

(c) in a position that is conveniently 

accessible for collection;  

(d) kept in a clean state at all times.  

AO6.1 No acceptable outcome is 

identified. 

Complies with PO6 – during 

construction of the road waste will be 

collected and disposed of at 

designated, approved locations. Waste 

will generally be restricted to 

putrescible waste. Construction waste 

is considered to be negligible.  

On-going maintenance of the road will 

require clearing of regrowth within the 

road corridor and removal of 

vegetation and trees adjoining the road 

N/A The proposed development is 
for road works. The provision 
for waste management for 
business and industry activities 
is not required. 
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alignment that pose a safety hazard for 

road users. Waste generated during 

maintenance activities is anticipated to 

be negligible and will also be collected 

and disposed of at designated, 

approved waste location. 

PO7 Road design 

Roads are designed to create a 

continuous connection to community 

destinations and encourage safe 

walking and cycling through the 

separation of active and motorised 

transport where possible.  

AO7.1 Road design complies with the 

requirements of the FNQROC Regional 

Development Manual. 

Complies with PO7 – The proposed 

works seek to improve the safety for 

road users as vehicle movements 

increase.  

Road design aims to increase safety 

and minimise environmental harm. The 

existing road design will remain 

unchanged. Proposed upgrade works 

are anticipated to include grading and 

compacting the existing running 

surface. The new passing bays will be 

constructed to the same standard as 

the existing road.  

Typical construction of the road, 

passing bay and drainage is shown on 

Figure 3-16.  

  As the proposed development is 
for an unpaved access road, 
compliance with the 
requirements of the FNQROC 
Regional Development Manual 
is not appropriate. Compliance 
with the ARRB Unsealed Roads 
Manual – Guidelines to good 
practice will be conditioned 
accordingly. 

PO8 Vehicle Access 

Vehicle access and manoeuvring 

space is provided to a standard which 

is appropriate for the use, and for the 

type of vehicles associated with the 

use. 

AO8.1 Development within the 

Township Zone is provided with at 

least one driveway access.  

Complies with PO8 – The proposed 

development will improve safe access 

and use of the existing access road. 

Works include the installation of 

passing bays at designated locations 

along the existing track.  

  Appropriate vehicle access and 
manoeuvring space has been 
provided for the use with the 
installation of passing bays. 
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The passing bays and road upgrade 

works has been based on the current 

vehicles types that use the road.  

PO9 Essential infrastructure 

Essential infrastructure items and 

works are protected from adverse 

impacts of operational works. 

AO9.1 No solution specified.  Not applicable – Proposed 

development does not compromise 

essential infrastructure as defined in 

the Planning Scheme.  

N/A The proposed development 
does not involve essential 
infrastructure.  

PO10 Erosion and sediment control 

Effective control measures are put in 

place to ensure that construction 

activities do not cause or increase 

erosion.  

AO10.1 Development provides a 

sediment and erosion control 

management plan, developed in 

accordance with local conditions and 

following recommendations from a 

suitably qualified person. 

Editor’s note - The Urban Stormwater 

Quality Planning Guidelines 2010 

provides relevant criteria for the 

development of sediment and erosion 

control management plans.  

Complies with PO10 – Works will be 

undertaken in accordance with a 

sediment and erosion control 

management plan, prepared by a 

suitably qualified person.  

  Sediment and erosion control 
measures will be required as 
part of an Environmental 
Management Plan 
(Construction), to be 
conditioned accordingly. 

PO11 Environmental protection 

Development does not result in the 

contamination of land or water, and 

avoids risk to people and property. 

AO11.1 Development does not occur 

on sites of contaminated land. 

AO11.2 Development does not involve 

the laydown or storage of hazardous or 

contaminated materials. 

Complies with AO11.1 – Details in 

relation to contaminated land is 

provided in Section 4.2.2.  

 

Complies with AO11.2 – The proposed 

development does not involve the 

storage or laydown of hazardous or 

contaminated materials.  

  The site is not included on the 
contaminated land register. The 
proposed development does not 
involve hazardous or 
contaminated materials. 
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PO12 Noise 

Noise generated from filling, 

excavation or construction activities 

does not adversely impact on the 

amenity of people living in the 

community.  

AO12.1 Construction activities are 

carried out only between the hours of 

6.30am-6.30pm, Monday to Saturday, 

and do not occur on Sundays or public 

holidays. 

  

Complies with AO12.1 – Construction 

activities associated with the road 

upgrade will occur between the hours 

of 6.30 am to 6.30 pm, Monday to 

Saturday.  

  Will be conditioned accordingly. 

PO13 Dust 

The construction phase of the 

development prevents or mitigates the 

release of dust particles which have 

the potential to cause environmental 

nuisance to sensitive receptors. 

AO13.1 Areas of exposed fill, 

excavation and unsealed accesses on 

the site are watered regularly 

(particularly during periods of high or 

constant wind) to reduce the 

generation of dust. 

Complies with AO13.1 – Dust 

suppression will be undertaken as 

required during upgrade, maintenance 

and use of the road. Material 

excavated along the road alignment 

will be re-graded and compacted back 

into the track alignment. No stockpiling 

of excavated material is proposed.  

As described in Section 3.4, wherever 

possible, fill material will be sourced 

from material arising from the access 

road upgrade and maintenance works. 

Should there be areas which require a 

more selective fill material or where 

there is insufficient material from 

upgrade and maintenance activities, fill 

material will be sourced from the 

adjoining Amrun mining lease and 

transported to the area as required. Fill 

material will not be stockpiled.  

  An Environmental Management 
Plan (Construction) (EMP(C)) 
will be conditioned accordingly 
and will be required to include 
appropriate dust suppression 
measures. 

PO14 Pest and weed management 

Development avoids the introduction, 

AO14.1 No acceptable outcome is 

identified. 

Complies with PO14 – Weeds and 

pests will be managed under an 

  An Environmental Management 
Plan (Construction) (EMP(C)) 
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establishment and spread of weed or 

pest species.  

Note – an applicant may be required to 

demonstrate consideration to any 

applicable local pest management plan 

in meeting this specific outcome.  

Environmental Management Plan for 

the works. Measures will include the 

use of clean machinery to undertake 

the works and use of clean fill.  

will be conditioned. Weeds and 
pests will be managed under 
this EMP(C) accordingly. 

Additional assessment criteria for specified land uses 

Vegetation clearing 

PO17 Areas of environmental 

significance 

Vegetation disturbance or other 

impacts on matters of state 

environmental significance identified in 

the Queensland Government SPP 

interactive mapping system is avoided, 

or where disturbance cannot be 

avoided, the loss or decrease of values 

is minimised by: 

(a) minimising the total footprint 

within which works or activities 

are contained;  

(b) avoiding further fragmentation 

of areas of environmental 

significance and strengthening 

linkages where possible;  

(c) utilising areas of lesser 

importance in terms of 

AO17.1 Vegetation clearing does not 

occur within the Environmental 

Management and Conservation Zone. 

 

Complies with PO17 – Vegetation 

disturbance will occur as a result of 

this development. Approximately 0.6 

ha is proposed to be cleared to provide 

passing bays and intersection upgrade 

at Beagle Camp. Passing bays have 

been located, wherever possible, in 

areas of regrowth and restricted to the 

minimum required to maintain safe 

access and use of the existing access 

road.  

An ecological assessment is provided 

in Appendix D.  

 

  Vegetation proposed to be 
cleared as part of this 
application is not mapped as a 
matter of state environmental 
significance (MSES) on the 
Queensland Government SPP 
interactive mapping system. 

While the three watercourses 
the access road traverses are 
mapped as MSES (vegetation 
intersection a watercourse), 
clearing of this vegetation is not 
proposed except in instances of 
regrowth or where individual 
trees pose a health and safety 
risk to users. This clearing is 
considered acceptable and is 
exempt from assessment under 
schedule 24 of the Sustainable 
Planning Regulation 2009 (refer 

Section 4 Referral). 
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biodiversity values so that areas 

of higher value are conserved. 

Note – vegetation clearing on land 

within the Environmental Management 

and Conservation Zone may be 

required to submit an ecological 

assessment report to identify the 

ecological values, components and 

process within the area which may be 

impacted by the development to 

demonstrate compliance with this 

performance outcome. 

PO18 Ecological values 

Vegetation clearing does not impact 

adversely on ecological or landscape 

values.  

 

AO18.1 Vegetation is retained within 

200m of a wetland or the high bank of 

a permanent waterway identified on the 

Queensland Government SPP 

interactive mapping system. 

AO18.2 Vegetation is retained on land 

with slopes of more than 1 in 6. 

Complies with PO18 – The proposed 

development is not located within 200 

m from a wetland or waterway 

identified on the Queensland 

Government SPP interactive mapping 

system. The closest mapped Matter of 

State Environmental Significance 

(wetland) is approximately 13 km south 

east of the intersection of Aurukun 

Road and the access road.  

Works pass through three 

watercourses. These watercourses are 

identified on SPP interactive mapping 

as Matter of State Environmental 

Significance (vegetation intersecting a 

watercourse) (refer Figure 4-1). These 

watercourses are also mapped as 

  The proposed development is 
not located within 200 m from a 
wetland or waterway identified 
on the Queensland Government 
SPP interactive mapping 
system. 

While the three watercourses 
the access road traverses are 
mapped as MSES (vegetation 
intersection a watercourse), 
clearing of this vegetation is not 
proposed except in instances of 
regrowth or where individual 
trees pose a health and safety 
risk to users. This clearing is 
considered acceptable and is 
exempt from assessment under 
schedule 24 of the Sustainable 
Planning Regulation 2009 (refer 
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impact waterways on the spatial data 

layer Queensland Waterways for 

Waterway Barrier Works.  

The proposed development is to 

upgrade and maintain an existing road 

that currently passes through these 

watercourses. Any vegetation 

proposed to be cleared within the high 

bank of the watercourses will be 

restricted to instances of regrowth 

within the existing alignment and/or 

removal of individual trees that may 

pose a health and safety risk to road 

users.  

 

Not applicable – The proposed 

development does not include the 

construction of any structures.  

The general slope of the alignment is 

1%, increasing to 2% and 3% in some 

locations. No slopes 15% or greater 

occur within the alignment.  

Section 4 Referral). 

No slopes 15% or greater occur 
within the alignment. 

PO19 Vegetation of cultural heritage 

significance 

Vegetation identified as having cultural 

heritage significance is protected from 

the impacts of development.  

Note – an applicant is advised to 

AO19.1 Vegetation identified as a 

special cultural heritage feature is 

retained.  

AO19.2 Operational works (including 

filling or excavation) are designed to 

protect the ecological integrity of 

Complies with AO19.1 – Vegetation 

clearance will be undertaken in 

consultation with the NAK, who are 

also the applicant for this development 

application.  

Cultural heritage survey of areas to be 

  The NAK are the Traditional 

Owners of the land and the 

applicant of this application. A 

Cultural Heritage Management 

Plan (CHMP) has been 

prepared in consultation with 
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contact Councils Land and Sea Officer 

to determine the location of cultural 

heritage sites and special places of 

significance. 

 

vegetation identified as having cultural 

heritage significance. 

cleared will be part of the ILUA.  

 

Complies with AO19.1 – Operational 

works (including excavation or filling) 

will be undertaken in consultation with 

the NAK, who are also the applicant for 

this development application.  

Cultural heritage survey of areas to be 

cleared will be part of the ILUA.  

the NAK for the Amrun Project. 

Clearing associated with the 

proposed development will be 

undertaken in accordance with 

the CHMP and in consultation 

with the NAK. 

 

Filling and excavation activities    

PO20 Water quality 

Filling and excavation activities are 

designed to protect the environmental 

values of receiving waters.  

AO20.1 Filling and excavation or 

vegetation clearing does not occur 

within 200m of a wetland or waterway 

within the Environmental Management 

and Conservation Zone, and 50m 

within the Township Zone. 

Complies with PO20 – The proposed 

development is not located within 200 

m from a wetland or waterway 

identified on the Queensland 

Government SPP interactive mapping 

system.  

Works pass through three 

watercourses. These watercourses 

located within the EMCZ. The 

proposed development is to upgrade 

and maintain an existing road that 

currently passes through these 

watercourses. Any vegetation 

proposed to be cleared within the high 

bank of the watercourses will be 

restricted to instances of regrowth 

within the existing alignment and/or 

removal of individual trees that may 

  The proposed development is 

not located within 200 m from a 

wetland or waterway identified 

on the Queensland Government 

SPP interactive mapping 

system.  

Filling and excavation activities 
near a watercourse must 
comply with the Water Act 2000 
and Fisheries Act 1994. 
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pose a health and safety risk to road 

users.  

PO21 Safety 

Filling and excavation do not result in 

the instability of a site or adjacent land.  

AO21.1 Filling and excavation is no 

greater than 1.5m in height or depth.  

AO21.2 Development does not cause 

ponding on the site or nearby land.  

AO21.3 Development does not result 

in an increase in flow of water from the 
site to any other land or watercourse. 

Complies with AO21.1 – Excavation 

and/or filling will not occur to heights or 

depths greater than 1.5 m. The 

estimated maximum excavation and 

filling depth is 200 mm within Coconut 

Creek (refer Section 3.3.1).  

Complies with AO21.2 – Road side 

windrow turn-outs to limit the 

concentration of overland flow within 

road alignment will be formed at 

regular intervals to minimise the risk of 

ponding within the road alignment.  

Complies with AO21.3 – Overland flow 

will be redirected away from the road 

alignment via windrow turn-outs. It is 

considered unlikely that overland flow 

redirected from the road alignment will 

result in an increase in flow of water 

from the site to other land or redirect 

flow to different watercourses.  

  The proposed development 
complies with AO21.1, AO21.2 
and AO21.3 on the following 
grounds: 

 filling and excavation will 
not exceed 1.5m in height 
or depth 

 road side windrow turn-
outs are provided to 
minimise water ponding 
on the access road 

 any overland flow 
redirected away from the 
road alignment via the 
windrow turn-outs will be 
minor 

PO22 Acid sulfate soils 

Protect the built environment and 

ensure the natural environment and 

community health is not harmed by the 

production of acid leachate resulting 

from disturbance of potential and/or 

AO22.1 Development does not: 

(a) involve excavating or removing 

sand, soil and/or sediment 

located below 5m AHD; 

(b) permanently or temporarily 

extract groundwater that results 

Not applicable – The proposed 

development does not extend below 

20 m AHD.  

N/A The site is not below 20 m AHD. 
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actual acid sulfate soil. in the aeration of previously 

saturated acid sulfate soils; 

(c) involve filling that results in: 

(a) actual acid sulfate soils being 

moved below the water table;  

(b) previously saturated acid 

sulphate soils being aerated. 

OR 

AO21.2 Where disturbance of acid 

sulfate soils cannot be avoided, 

development will: 

(a) neutralise existing acidity and 

prevent the generation of acid 

and metal contaminants;  

(b) prevent the release of surface 

or groundwater flows 

containing acid and metal 

contaminants into the 

environment. 

Note—where development is proposed 

on land below 20m AHD the applicant 

may be required to provide results of 

an on-site acid sulfate soil investigation 

and an acid sulfate soil management 

plan to demonstrate compliance with 

the acceptable outcomes.  
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7 OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed Material Change of Use – Undefined Use (Access Road), and Operational Works 
that is the clearing of vegetation and earthworks, on land at Lot 211 SP241404 Aurukun Road, 
Aurukun, be endorsed by Council as the application does not conflict with a relevant instrument. 
Development approval is to be subject to the following conditions: 

GENERAL 

Approved Plans 

1. The proposed development must be carried out generally in accordance with the following 
plans of development as lodged with the application. 

 

Title Plan Number Date Prepared by 

Location of Access Road Figure 1.1 26/02/2016 Rio Tinto Alcan 

Passing Bay 1 Development Area Figure 3.1 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 2 Development Area Figure 3.2 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 3 Development Area Figure 3.3 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 4 Development Area Figure 3.4 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 5 Development Area Figure 3.5 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 6 Development Area Figure 3.6 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Coconut Creek Crossing Development Area Figure 3.7 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Beagle Camp Intersection Development Area Figure 3.8 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 7 Development Area Figure 3.9 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 8 Development Area Figure 3.10 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 9 Development Area Figure 3.11 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 10 Development Area Figure 3.12 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 11 Development Area Figure 3.13 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 12 Development Area Figure 3.14 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Passing Bay 13 Development Area Figure 3.15 24/02/2016 Rio Tinto 

Typical cross-section of the road and passing 

bays 

Figure 3-16 18/01/2016 Rio Tinto 

Coconut Creek crossing proposed upgrade Figure 3-19 18/01/2016 Rio Tinto 

 

Compliance timing 

2. Comply with all conditions of this development approval at no cost to Council and prior to the 
commencement of the use unless otherwise stated in a specific condition. 
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ENGINEERING 

Works during construction 

3. Carry out development in accordance with an Environmental Management Plan 
(Construction) prepared for the construction and maintenance phases of the approved 
development. Separate Environmental Management Plans may be appropriate for the 
individual components. The Environmental Management Plan (Construction) must be in 
accordance with the relevant Aurukun Planning Scheme Codes, Workplace Health and 
Safety Legislation, Environmental Protection Act and any other relevant legislative 
requirements.  

4. Construction works must not be carried out in a way that makes an audible noise – 

a. on a business day or Saturday, before 6:30am, or after 6:30pm; or 

b. at a sensitive receptor on any other day, at any time. 

5. The Work Health and Safety Act 2011 and AS 1742 Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices must be complied with in carrying out any construction works, and to ensure safe 
traffic control and safe public access in respect to the proposed works. 

6. Carry out development in accordance with a Sediment and Erosion Control Management 
Plan, prepared by a suitably qualified person. 

7. Construction water and construction materials must be obtained from a legal source and the 
applicant / construction contractor must hold any relevant approvals under the Water Act 
2000 and the Forestry Act 1959. 

General development works 

8. During construction the site must be kept in a clean and tidy state at all times. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Vegetation clearing  

9. Undertake vegetation clearing in accordance with the area of approved works only. No 
additional clearing is permitted. 

10. A spotter-catcher with a permit for spotter-catcher activities from Department of Environment 
and Heritage Protection (DEHP) must be present during: 

a. The pre-start meeting for tree clearing to identify all fauna habitat trees prior to 
commencement of works; and 

b. Damage to any trees, to ensure that wildlife is unharmed. 

For this condition, unless the spotter-catcher also holds a rehabilitation permit, the spotter-
catcher must take any animal injured as a result of the tree clearing to a vet or a person who 
holds a rehabilitation permit with an extended authority issued by the DEHP specifying that 
the holder may take, keep or use an animal whose habitat is about to be destroyed by 
human activity within 72 hours of catching the injured animal. 

Weed management 

11. Construction machinery must be cleaned down after working at Beagle Camp before 
proceeding to other sections of the access road to minimise the risk of weeds being 
translocated. 

12. Monitoring of the access road for weeds is required to be undertaken by a suitably qualified 
person within 24 months following completion of construction, and treatment of weeds 
undertaken where necessary. This is to eradicate any occurrences of significant weed 
species (e.g. gamba grass, sicklepod). 
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8 NOTES 

A memorandum of understanding (MoU) exists between Aurukun Shire Council and RTA Weipa Pty 
Ltd in relation to the performance of maintenance activities for the Aurukun Shire Council Road and 
the parties’ contributions towards those maintenance activities. The access road subject of this 
development application is not included in the MoU. 

The applicant has requested a concurrence period of 5 years. It is recommended that this be 
granted. 

Report Prepared by: Corey Roderick 


